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We are all coming into
the busest time of our
professonal year! The
spring brings with it
Music Fedtivals and
Conservatory Exams for
the private studios and
end-of-year Applied
Juries and Recitals for
the institutional
teachers. Our students
are starting to feel the pressures of impending
deadlines and we are helping them manage
the anxieties that successful singers learn to use
productively and channel into successful and
powerful performances.

Your Ontario NATS Chapter is also humming
with activity and thisissue of NATScape isfull of
information about our activities. There is a
summary of our Chapter Auditions from this
past November. Our District Governor has
breaking news regarding this year's successful
NATSAA competition and the exciting plansfor
Regional Auditions in Ontario in March 2009.
There are reports from our Treasurer and
Membership VP.  Your Projects VP is working
very hard to plan an exciting May Workshop
opportunity forusall. Thisevent promisesto be
excellent professional development for our
membership and our students and | look
forward to seeing you all there in May.


http://www.natsontario.org

I would like to thank again Michelyn Wright for
her excellent coordination of our Chapter
Auditions again thisyear. She truly has honed
this event to a scientific precision and this skKill,
paired with Catherine Robbin’'s generous
support at the spectacular new Arts facility at
York University, made this years Chapter
Auditions a dtimulating opportunity for our
students development. | would also like to
extend my heartfelt thanks to those members
who so generoudy donated scholarship
money. | have received several e-mails and
cards from students expressing their gratitude
and appreciation forthe scholarshipsthat they
received from our membership this year.

And so, aswe all gird our loinsfor the spasm of
professional activities which are crushing in
upon us aswinter drawsto a close and spring
begins to sing its promises, | wish you all
enjoyment and endurance!

District Governor’s Report and NATSAA
Results

Lynn Blaser

Hello NATS Ontario
Members. What a
winter it hasbeen! Too
much snow and
shoveling and colds
and flu, but now the
drifts have melted and
the crocuses are

:»; showing above the

ground. Thereareaso
new NATS members popping up and
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wanting to be involved with the Chapter so
we'll look forward to welcoming them in the
coming months.

In February, Ontario held the largest
Preliminary Round of NATSAA ever.
Twenty-two s n%ers entered and 15 actually
sang on Feb. 15".  Our distinguished panel
of judgeswere: Norine Burgess — mezzo
soprano, Neil Crory - CBC producer and
Henry Ingram of Dean Artists, Toronto.
One third of the competitors were named as
eligible to continue to the Regional Round
level and we congratul ate the singers and
their teachers on this accomplishment:

Bethany Horst - London - student of
Sophie Roland

Betty Allison - Toronto - student of Darryl
Edwards

Allison Arends- Toronto - student of Mary
Morrison

Heather Jewson - Toronto - Student of Jean
MacPhail

Lorelle Angelo - Toronto - Student of Lynn
Blaser

Unfortunately, 3 of the singers were either
unable to get released from other
commitments or took other engagements so
they did not participate in the Great Lakes
Regional on Feb. 29 in Muncie, IN.
Bethany Horst and L orelle Angelo will
compete in the “At Large” Regional in
Chicago, IL on Apr. 26 and we wish them
great success. The Chapter Executive has
voted to award them each scholarship to
assist with their travel expensesto this
competition. Thanksto all the people who
helped me run thisevent: Chapter members
Jennifer Higgin, Marc McNamara, Diane
Nelsen, Judith Lebane-Kane, Krystina
Lewicki , and friends Carol Anne Armstrong



and Jan Breuls-Dorang. You madeit all
possible.

The one winner of each Regional Round
goes on to sing at the Semi-finals at the 50th
Conferencein Nashville at the end of
June: Music City Jubilee: A Vocal
Arts Cel ebration And speaking of the
Conference, have you made your
reservations yet?

| made mine last week and am looking
forward to spending 5 daysthere. The
sessions look fascinating! | can hardly wait.
If you are going and | DO encourage you to
try, please let me know and we'll try to have
a Canada party again. The last Conference |
attended was in New Orleans and it was a
completely marvelous experience. You
come away renewed and inspired with many
new ideas to offer to your students. Please
visit thisweb site:

read all about it and register
onl i ne. Let’shope one of our Ontario
singersisinthe Finalsof NATSAA.

See you at the May 10™ workshopsin
Toronto,

Chapter Elections

The Chapter Elections for Executive will be
held at the Spring General Meeting at 9
AM on Saturday May the 10th before the
day of Workshops. Most of the members
of the current Executive have all indicated
that they will stand again for election at
this time and no other nominations were
received.

HOWEVER, they are all in their last term

in office allowed under the Chapter by-
laws and will not be able to stand again for
the same positions.

So it is time for other members to step up
and begin to learn the jobs involved in
keeping the Chapter running. Please
approach any of the Executive about
becoming familiar with their office with a
view to stepping in. None of us had any
experience when we began and each
person has brought their own skills and
view to doing the job. The Executive does
not run the Chapter for the Members. The
Members ARE the Chapter and each of us
has to take a turn at the running of it. Start
now.

Here are the nominations for Chapter
Executive offices. We are still searching for
a nomination in the position of Vice-
President - Projects:

President: Torin Chiles

Vice President - Membership:
Sharon Poelstra

Vice President - Projects: vacant

Secretary: Gloria Gassi

Treasurer: Kimberley Briggs



http://tinyurl.com/4aut9e

Workshop News from the VP of Special
Projects

Penelope Dale

Hello, fellow NATS
Memberdl

A hugethank you
to those of you who
came out tothe
“Making the Cut”
wor kshop at York
A University in

£ = September! Your
presence was
instrumental in ensuring itssuccess. My
thanksaswell, to Catherine Robbin, for
reserving space for usat York, and to my
fellow NATS executive members, who
wer e so supportive of this project.
Finally, | am deeply appreciative of the
participation of our panelists, who gave so
generously of their time and advice. They
were: Torin Chiles (U of Western
Ontario); Darryl Edwards (U of T);
Steven Henrikson (U of Windsor and St.
Clair College); Deborah Linton (Brock
U); Catherine Robbin (York U); Marie
Baron (Sheridan College); Ingemar
Korjus (U of Ottawa); Bruce Kelly
(Queen’sU); Joel Katz (The Glenn Gould
School); and Danidl Lichti (Wilfrid
Laurier U).

Thediscussion was lively, and many
topics wer e cover ed, including: audition-
appropriate repertoire; audition-
appropriate dress, theimportance of the
interview with the candidate; high school
grade-aver age expectations; the
consideration given to letters of reference;
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univer sity class/faculty size; piano
proficiency; theory entrance
requirements; the importance of learning
time-management before entering
university; the application process; and
thevariety of classes and programs
available at each institution.

The audience was quite large at this
event, which under scoresthe need to
continueto makethis, at the very least, at
bi-annual workshop. Many students
commented that they found the
information they received to be much

mor e substantial than what they had been
given at the university fair daysthey had
attended, and wer e quite enthusiastic
about having had the opportunity to hear
from the representatives of so many voice
programsin one afternoon. So, be sure
and come out to the next “Making the
Cut” workshop, and spread theword to
all of your high school-age students!

Upcoming Wor kshops

Be sureto comeout for our Spring

Wor kshop event on Saturday, May 10",
2008! Not one, but two workshopsare
scheduled, and it promisesto be a most
informative and inspiring day.
“Performance Without Fear,” led by
Elisabeth Pomes, will take place from
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. After ashort
lunch break, a seminar on “Audition
Preparation” will beled by a panel
consisting of industry professionals, who
will listen to advanced young singers, and
advise them on how to audition
successfully for opera apprenticeship
programs, graduate studies, etc. A day
not to be missed!



Feedback

Asalways, | am interested in hearing
from you, fellow NATS members! Please
do not hesitate to contact me, should you
have any comments, concerns, or
suggestions regar ding special
eventg/projectsfor the Ontario Chapter
of NATS. | can bereached at

penny dale@yahoo.com, or by telephone,
at (416) 408-2824, ext. 865. Happy
Singing!

The Ontario Chapter of the
National Association of
Teachersof Singing (NATS)

| nvites you to its

Spring 2008
Workshop Day!

Come out for a full day of
exciting workshops and lunch
with your fellow singing
teachers and voice students!

Date: Saturday, May 10",
2008

Time: 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Place: Room 330, Faculty of

Music, University of Toronto

80 Queens Park
(Museum Subway stop)
Schedule:  10:00 a.m.
“ Performance Without
Fear” —aworkshop on
conquering
performancejitters, led
by Elisabeth Pomés
1:00 p.m. Lunch
(provided by NATYS)
2:00 p.m. “Audition
Tipsand Strategies for
Advanced Singers’ —
with panelists Carrol
Anne Curry, Tom
Diamond, and Maestro
Timothy Vernon

Fee (Covers Full Workshop Day,
and includes a light lunch):
$25.00 (NATS Members)
$20.00 (Students of NATS M embers)
$40.00 (Non-members)

Please note that workshop fees are
due on or before Wednesday, April
30, 2008. Please make your cheque
payable to NATS Ontario Chapter,
and mail to: Kimberley Briggs,
NATS Ontario Treasurer, 1882
Spruce Hill Road,
Pickering, ON L1V 1S7

For mor e information, contact
Penelope Dale (V.P. Special
Projects) cell: (416) 460-7954 e-
mail: penny dale@yahoo.com




Nats Ontario Chapter Auditions

2007
Michelyn Wright,
Auditions Coor dinator

Well another
fantastic day of singing
happened |ast
B November 24" at the

{ Ontario Chapter
& Auditions. Thanksto
2 2# all who performed,

A adjudicated and helped

- =S out with the fun and
% "\ fast paced day. A huge
thank you must be given to Catherine
Robbin and Y ork University for helping to
make the day run so smoothly, and opening
up the Tribute Communities Recital Hall for
the Final Concert. It was a beautiful acoustic
space for the winnersto performin.

Next year’s Chapter Auditions will be
held on Saturday November, 22" at
Wilfrid Laurier University. I’m looking
forward to working with Kimberly Barber,
and making next year as successful as 2007.
Mark thisimportant date in your calendar
books today!

Official Accompanist Changes

Official accompanists play abig part
of our Chapter Auditions day. Without them,
students who are unable to book afirst-rate
accompanist on their own, look to the
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Chapter to provide one for them. The fee
that had been set in previous years was $30
per student to amaximum of 7 singers. As
our Chapter has grown, so too has the
number of applicants, and therefore a
capacity of 7 singers per accompanist was
set to accommodate the busy one day
schedule. However, very few of us are
paying our own accompanist $30 per student
aday, so finding upwards of 6 to 7 excellent
accompanist who are willing to work for this
fee has become difficult, to say the least.

Therefore the executive israising the
Official Accompanist fee to $50 per student,
and | will try to increase the rehearsal time
to 20minsinstead of 15mins. Univer sities —
please note thiswill requirethe need for
Natsto havefirst priority accessto
practise rooms during the day for Official
Accompanist rehearsal time.

With this new fee in place for next
year | hope to have an excellent group of
accompanists ready to work for us at the
2008 Chapter Auditions.

Congratulationsto our 2007 Winners

Category A1 —Young Singer
Teacher Previous
Teacher

1% — Lindsay Chubb Faris
2" _ Emma Smith Fletcher
3% _Maeve Sharkley  Hutton

Category A2 — Y oung Singer
1% - Marissa Bergougnou llic

2" _ Annie Mills Briggs
2" — Holly Barker Wright



39 _Mikaila Straatsma  Fletcher

Category 1 High School Women Gr. 9-10

1% —GenaVan Oosten  Golsband
2" _ Ashley Cross-Marques llic
39 _AliciaAult  Fletcher

Category 2 High School Men Gr. 9-10

1% — Scott Beaudin Fletcher
2" _ Jeffery Zeuner Fletcher
39— AaronQui  Wright

Category 3A High School Women Gr. 11-12

1% — Samantha Taylor llic

2" _ Melissa Dutch Fletcher
2" _ Lauren Crowther llic
3"“— Indu Voruganti Fletcher
Category 3B High School Women Gr. 11-12

1% — Nikki Ponte  McDonald
2" _ Adanya Dunn Townsend
3" — Natasha Negovanlis Hasek

Category 4 High School Men Gr. 11-12
1% —Kyle Merrithew Ilic
2" _ Dominic Farnum  Hutton

2" _Ricci Tam  Wright
3rd — Jeffery Smith Dunn

Category 5A 1% Y ear University Women

1% — Joyce Goh Burrowes
2" _Stephanie Anne Domingues
Fletcher

3% _ NadiaPetrasiunas  Fallis

Category 5B 1% Y ear University Women

1% — Jessica Turje Bentley
2" _ K arine White Chiles llic
39 _ MaraFraccaro Little

Category 6 1% Y ear University Men

1% — Joseph Herbison Wieczorek
2" - _Jordan Fantauzzo Chiles

Category 7A 2™ Y ear Women

1% - Jennifer Krabbe Wieczorek
2" _ Jennifer Sullivan  Sherman  Tung
3" — Stephanie Yelovich Barber

Category 7B 2™ Y ear Women

1% — JessicaScarlato  Bogle
Burrowes

2" — Amber Cunningham Roland

3. - AmandaBell Edwards

Category 8 2™ Year Men

1% — Alastair Smyth Bentley

2" _ Sebastian Haboczki  Wieczorek
3 _ Chris Dunbam Chiles
Category 9 3 Year Women

1% — Meghan Lindsay Bogle

2" _ Alexandra Beley Lichti
3" _ Shantelle Przybylo Chiles

Category 10 3 Year Men
1% —Miladin Danailov  MacPhail
2" _ Brodie Miller McMillan

39 _ Jamieson Roberts  McMillan

Category 11 4™ Y ear Women



1% — Leigh-Anne Martin Robbin

2" _ Brenda Conrad M acPhail

3" LauraKelly Robbin

Category 12 4™ Year Men

1% —Ryan Allen  MacPhail
2" _ Greg Wagland Chiles
3. patrick Twaddle ~ Donovan

Category 13A Post-Graduate/ Y oung
Professional Women

1% — Inga WilliamsBogle
2" _FEricalrisHuang  Barber
3" _ Maureen Batt MacPhail

Category 13B Post-Graduate/ Y oung
Professional Women

1% — lasmina Pataca Roland
2" _Beth Horst Roland
39 _ AnnHolton Fallis

Category 14 Post Graduate/ Y oung
Professional Men

1% — Patrick Jang Edwards ~ Chiles
2" _ Phillip Kalmanovitch ~ Bentley

Category 15 Mature Beginner
1¥—AnnaKim  Dunn

2" _ Kaitlin Siou Lebane-Kane
3" _ Barbara Bloemhof Daboll

Category 16A Mature Singer

1% — Richard Scott Bogle
2" _KatieMauti lic
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3" _ Sunyatta Guild Faris

Category 16B Mature Singer

1% — Lada Safonova Sherman
Golsband

2" _ Gianmarco Segato Daboll
3 _ Ali Armstrong Dunn

Category MT-A Music Theatre High School

1% — John-Michael Scapin Ilic
2" _ Andrea Nunez Wright
3% _Emily Aver  Fletcher

Category MT-B Music Theatre University

1% — Shannon Harasen Little
2" _ Melanie Lamoureux/May McDonald
39— Mark HolmesFaris

Most Promising Singer Awards

Most Promising Y oung Singer Award:
Kyle Merrithew

Most Promising Mature Singer: Lada

Safonova

Most Promising Music Thesatre Singer: John
Michael Scapin

Most Promising Junior College Singer:

Joyce Goh

Most Promising Senior College Singer:
Meghan Lindsay

Most Promising Advanced Singer:
Inga Williams

Congratulations to al the Winners and their
Teachers!!



Did You Know the Chapter has a
Scholarship Fund?

Kimberley Briggs, Treasurer

Over the years,
NATS Ontario
Chapter members
have generously
donated their time,
talent and financial
support to our annual
chapter events. In the
past, we have been
able to fund many
scholarships at the
Student Auditions
and NATSAA through
funds donated by
chapter members. This year at the Student
Auditions, we were able to increase the “Most
Promising” awards substantially through
generous donations by our members, but we
would love to be able to offer greater financial
incentive to our students in all classes in the
future. We can only do this with your support
so | would ask you to consider a donation to
the Scholarship Fund when you are preparing
your personal budgets for the coming year. All
donations are fully tax-deductible and you will
be issued an income tax receipt for your
contribution. If you are planning to make a
donation to the Fund, please make your
cheque payable to “NATS Ontario Chapter —
Scholarships” and send it to my attention at
1882 Spruce Hill Road, Pickering ON, L1V
1S7. Your donations stay in our musical
community and 100% of the funds donated
directly assist the students we teach on a daily
basis.

At this time | would like to take this opportunity
to thank all our members who contributed to
the Scholarship Fund this year:

Lynn Blaser
Kimberley Briggs
Torin Chiles
Mary Lou Fallis
Linda Fletcher
Gloria Gassi
Joan Heels
Joyce Hutton
Krystina Lewicki
Jean McDonald
Catherine Robbin
Donna Sherman
Michelyn Wright

VP MEMBERSHIP/NATScape Editor

Sharon Poe Istra

Hello everyone!
Thank-you again
to everyone who
sent me articles
for NATScapel!
Please keep
sending me your
professional
plans, reading
and workshop
reviews and
opinions! This will
result in a livelier
NATScape that reflects the vast diversity of
our professional lives.

It is my pleasure to welcome three new
members to our Chapter: Cindy
Townsend, Mark Daboll and Mei Lee.

Please look for them and welcome them
at our workshops and meetings.



