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| imagine that all of us are ready for Spring
although as teachers, it is often our busiest season.
A restorative summer is what most of us need!
Through last May and June | instructed a new Vocal
Arts Intersession Course which was wonderful.
The teacher/student ratio was very low and with a
slower pace and al the faculty’s resources at our
disposal the experience was fabulous. We are
planning a repest this year and indeed an expanded

(http://www.musi c.uwo.ca/programs/ COAA 2009.p
df). The program delivers a very high caliber of
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coaching and facilities with a very attractive price
tag and all in the beautiful city of London. We
Voice Pedagogues are very fortunate to have such
fine summer programs for our students in this
country: C.O.S.I., Opera Nuova, Opera Workshops
at Laurier and at the Royal Conservatory, Summer
Opera Lyric Theatre to name but a few. 1’'ve been
realy pushing my students to apply for severa
programs during the summer. Students that attend
summer programs evolve astoundingly and get the
broad perspective that makes their progress through
the year much more rapid.

The end of June last year brought me an idyll in
Nashville — the International NATS conference. As
in the past, this event proved to be invigorating
professionally with lots of relaxing personal time
for rguvenation. The setting at the Gaylord
Opryland was Disneyesgue! The hotel
accommodated several thousands of guests and the
spaces between each vast wing of the hotel had
been covered over in glass and 4 unique biomes
were created - complete with foliage and restaurants
and waterfalls and riverboats!

The seminars were all excellent and the most
troublesome problem one is confronted with is
trying to decide which of the three simultaneous
seminars you would like to attend. As| peruse my
notebook | see that | attended spectacular sessions
such as: Learning Science (how people learn), A
Wired Masterclass with Scott McCoy, Robert
Edwin, Shirlee Emmons and Donald Miller which
examined the difference between a full-on belt and
a Bel Canto “heavy registration”, NATS leadership
summits, “Commercial  Singing”  Pedagogy,
publishers sessions (lots of free music!), Sherill
Milnes masterclass, a panel discussion on
“ Packaging” Sngersfor the Current Market, Dawn
Upshaw masterclass, Singing Voice Rehabilitation,
a forum for teachers of Voca Pedagogy, and Dr.
Robert Sataloff’s Treatments of Voice Disorders...
to name merely the highlights from MY
perspective.

| know that fellow chapter members Catherine
Robbin, Lynn Blaser and Arlene Gray aso enjoyed
the experience and would join me in encouraging
you al to consider attend future conferences.
Remember that these sorts of expenses are fully tax
deductable!

| returned to Ontario to enjoy a month at our family
cottage on the Bruce Peninsula and by the time we
returned home to London | was feeling recharged
and ready to take on the new year. Your Chapter
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executive met in August and made plans for the
coming year. We are al looking forward to the
ideas that will come from our new VP for Special
Projects, Dr. Todd Wiezcorek.

| look forward to seeing talking to al my NATS
colleagues. NATS events are a chance for me to
discuss NATS issues with the membership of
course, but even more than that it is a chance for us
to connect collegially and professionally — to
network and to brainstorm! In the end, | think that
this important cross-pollination is one of the most
necessary and refreshing purposes of our
professional society. We Voice Teachers work one
on one with our students, tucked away in astudio; it
is vita that we take the opportunities to get
together, to learn from and with each other. I'm
looking forward to seein% many of you at the
General Meetingon May 9™
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