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CChhiilleess::      

I had the pleasure of having lunch with a 
colleague this week.  The conversation was 
easy and convivial as we updated each other 
with news both personal and professional.  
The time flew by for me and I came away 
with a wealth of ideas and important 
information from this generous colleague.  
Now, as I sit down to write this column for 
our NATS Ontario newsletter, I reflect upon 
the gifts that we receive through our contact 
with colleagues and I am grateful for the 
wonderful opportunities that our NATS 
chapter offers us each year, to gather and 
connect with colleagues.  These gatherings 
allow us to share ideas, participate in 
workshops for professional development 
and to forge valuable contacts within our 
profession.   

http://www.natsontario.org
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How valuable it is to have colleagues with 
whom one is connected!  Our students often 
benefit from insightful repertoire 
recommendations, referrals, and 
introductions from private studio teachers to 
institutional teachers and vice-versa.   Our 
spring workshop discussing repertoire, was 
a dramatic demonstration of the great 
benefits in our professional sharing – I 
gleaned many insights and ideas for didactic 
repertoire for my younger students and 
Barbara Dunn-Prosser was able to take away 
your ideas as she renews the RCM Voice 
Syllabus.   
As we each prepare for the beginning of a 
“new year” and for the return of our 
students, let us remember the importance 
and the value of our professional 
connections as well as the opportunities that 
NATS Ontario offers as we cultivate and 
forge these contacts.  What a blessing it is, 
to be able pick up our NATS directory and 
call or e-mail a colleague with a question or 
request for advice. 
I notice that there is no longer a requirement 
for a letter of support to join NATS; so, 
when you add the Journal of Singing to my 
ruminations on collegiality, I cannot see 
why every singing teacher in the province is 
not a NATS member! 
This autumn NATS Ontario is offering our 
perennially popular “Making the Cut” 
seminar on Sunday, September 27th at 2pm 
at the Unionville Arts High school.  This is 
an opportunity for parents and high school 
students to meet and question the faculty of 
post-secondary school Voice Programs from 
across the province. 
Our General Meeting and Chapter Auditions 
will take place on Saturday, November 21st 

at York University.  We will offer 
workshops and seminars through the day 
this year in addition to our regular 
adjudication procedure which is such a boon 

to our students.  I look forward to meeting 
each of you at these two events this autumn. 
Your NATS Ontario Executive is committed 
to offering workshops and events that most 
serve the needs of our membership.  Please 
feel free to e-mail or call me or any other 
member of your Executive to pass on your 
ideas, to volunteer your time and your 
talents – or just to connect!   

 

NATS Ontario Chapter, President

 

Voice Division Coordinator, Faculty of Music, University 
of Western Ontario

 

Music Director, New St. James Presbyterian Church, 
London, Ontario

 

(519) 951-6431

 

tchiles@uwo.ca
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District Governor’s Report 

 
Lynn  Blaser

   
HERE WE GO AGAIN !  

Whether in private 
studio or university 
or conservatory or 
college, we are all 
gearing up for 
another year of 
singing.   Although 
we may groan at the 
weight of the work of 
preparation, we 
really rejoice to 
begin to work with 

(most of) our students again.  And 
even those challenging students may 
find the key to a breakthrough to 
beauty and joy in their singing if we 
keep on applying all of our 
knowledge and experience to their 
teaching.  Sometimes, that’s a greater 
thrill than teaching a very talented 
student who finds improvement easy. 

This is going to be an exciting year 
for NATS Ontario District.  We have 
4 events locally between September 
and March – opportunities for our 
students at all levels.  And the two 
national events in the US for us 
teachers 0 the Winter Workshop and 
NATS Conference. 

All of the information for these events 
is on the natsontario.org web site 
(which I am getting better at 
updating).   So please consult it for 
dates and locations of these exciting 
occasions for  performing and 
learning.  Here are the events after 

Making the Cut in September and  
Ontario Student Auditions in 
November 

____________________________ 

 

Great Lakes Region Student 
Auditions Competition: Saturday, 
March 6, 2010 
Ontario Chapter takes its turn to host 
the Great Lakes Region Student 
Auditions. Ontario singers will 
compete with their peers from Ohio, 
Indiana and Michigan on Sat. Mar 6 
at the John Aird Centre and 
Maureen Forrester Recital Hall of 
Wilfrid Laurier University in 
Waterloo, ON 
INFORMATION AND ENTRY 
FORMS WILL COME TO NATS 
members DIRECTLY FROM THE 
REGIONAL GOVERNOR in the 
spring.   

NATS members who do not have 
students competing are invited to 
participate as judges. Parents and 
friends are welcome to attend and 
judge – contact the Regional 
Governor when the information 
arrives.     
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INATS ARTIST AWARDS 
(NATSAA)

 

Ontario District Preliminary Round 
- Spring 2010  

NOTE: NATSAA is a completely 
separate competition from either the 
Ontario Chapter Student Auditions on 
November 27, 2009 or the Great 
Lakes Regional Student Auditions on 
March 6, 2010. NATSAA is for 
singers who are ready for a 
professional career as the First Prize 
is a sponsored recital in New York 
City. Both of the Student Auditions 
include singers at all stages of singing 
development from age 12 upt.  

SINGERS MUST ENTER VIA THE 
Online Entry Form which is now 
available on the NATS web site  You 
or your students can enter and then 
edit the application up until the 
deadline. 
DEADLINE: APPLICATION 
MATERIALS MUST BE MUST 
BE RECEIVED IN THE 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF NATS 
IN FLORIDA NO LATER THAN 
NOVEMBER 13, 2009.  

The Ontario District Preliminary 
Round

 
will take place in Toronto at 

the Royal Conservatory of Music 
(Mazzoleni Hall) 273 Bloor St. W. at 
St. George Subway stop on Sunday 
March 21, 2010  Audience is invited 
to attend the competition so please 
encourage your students to come and 
hear performers on the threshold of a 
career.  

The NATS Winter Workshop

 

In collaboration with the National 
Opera Association (NOA) National 
Conference, NATS presents the 
Winter Workshop: FIRST THE 
WORDS - THEN THE MUSIC From 
Thursday to Sunday, January 7-10, 
2010 at The Westin Atlanta Perimeter 
North Hotel Atlanta, Georgia Click on 
the link for the fascinating Program 
and Schedule of Events.

  

The 51st NATS National 
Conference: Echoes of Song will be 
held in Salt Lake City, Utah 
Save these dates and plan your trip: 
July 2 - 6, 2010 Conference 
Information

 

The Guest Artist Recital will be 
presented by Kristin Chenoweth - a 
classically trained coloratura 
soprano, best known for her many 
appearances on Broadway and the 
televsion show "The West Wing".   

Take a deep breath and let’s dive into 
a new singing year!!    
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Call for Nominations for the election of the 
next Regional Governor for NATS Great 
Lakes

 

        Chair, Regional Governor Nominations Committee   
        NATS District Governor – Ontario  

Lynn Blaser 
                                                                                
September 12, 2009  

Hello NATS Colleagues: 
        I am writing to you as Chair of the 
Nominations Committee to elect the next 
Great Lakes  Regional Governor for 
NATS  Great Lakes.   
Each of the four members of the 
Committee:   Linda Dykstra (MI), David 
Mannell (IN) and Misook Yun (OH) and 
myself (ON), have been appointed by the 
Regional Governor Caroline Smith to 
represent the four Districts of Great Lakes 
Region on this Committee.  The 
appointments are based on past service to 
NATS and to give diversity to the 
Committee, including University and private 
studio teaching experience. 
        The current Regional Governor, 
Caroline Smith, will complete her second 
term at the conclusion of the next NATS 
National Conference in Salt Lake City, Utah 
next in July 2010.    In past years the 
election for the next Regional Governor 
would have taken place near the end of the 
present Governor's term.  To allow an easier 
transition for the next  Governor, elections 
are being held this fall.   This will give a 
greater advantage to the incoming 
Governor-Elect  by allowing more time to  
learn the responsibilities of the office 
through  "shadowing" Caroline during her 
final year. The past-Regional Governor will 

still be available to advise and answer 
questions, but these months of shadowing 
will give time for the next Governor to 
absorb the "workings" of the Region.  The 
Governor-Elect would be a part of the 
student auditions process and the running of 
NATSAA.  
        The Regional Governorship 
traditionally rotates among the four 
Districts.  The last three RGs have been:  
Ontario (Jennifer Higgin), Michigan 
(Maureen Balke), and Indiana (Caroline 
Smith). Therefore, if at all possible, the next 
governor to serve the GL Region should be 
from Ohio. 
       The Committee therefore calls for 
nominations of NATS members to stand for 
election as the next Great Lakes Regional 
Governor.  If no nominations from Ohio are 
received, then nominations from any other 
District which are received by the 
Committee will be added to the ballot. 
     Please send nominations - either of 
yourself or another member - to 
Nominations Chair Lynn Blaser at   
l.blaser@utoronto.ca by  5 PM on 
October. 3, 2009.    Nominations can also 
be faxed to 416-441-3152 or submitted 
verbally by telephone to 416-441-3146. 
(Please leave a message if you get the 
recording and I'll call you back to confirm). 
        After the October 3rd deadline, the 
Committee will request a statement of 
background and NATS activity from each 
Nominee, and circulate those to the NATS 
membership along with instructions for 
voting. 
        The election will be held by mostly by 
email to make it quick and easy for the 
members and inexpensive for NATS.  Those 
members without emails on file with NATS 
will receive information and then ballots by 
mail.   We hope that every member will 
participate in this election. 
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VP of Special Projects 

  
Todd Wieczorek  

The Ontario 
Chapter of 
NATS has an 
exciting Fall 
lined up!  Back 
by popular 
demand, 
“Making the 
Cut” returns 
this year, giving 
teachers and 
soon-to-be 
graduating high-
school students 

an opportunity to get acquainted with the 
vocal music programs at universities in 
Southwestern and Eastern Ontario.  Get vital 
information about each of the programs, 
important dates to know, repertoire, and 
what the universities are looking for in their 
in-coming students.     

"Making the Cut" 

will take place 2:00m 
PM, Sept. 27th at 
Unionville High School, 
201 Town Centre 
Boulevard in Markham, 
Ontario.  This is a 
workshop that will give high-school students 
a chance to get to know university, college, 
and conservatory Vocal Music programs 
across Eastern and Southwestern Ontario.  
The workshop will start at 2pm. The session 

will be followed by a meet-and-greet time 
for the students to talk with the university 
representatives.  Admission is $5.00 at the 
door. 

  

Also, Dr. Carolyn Herrington of the 
University of Western Ontario will be 
presenting a wonderful lecture on: 

 the singer/collaborative pianist 
relationship at the November 21st NATS 
Auditions held at York University.  Her 
lecture will be presented twice during the 
day.  Watch for more details coming in the 
near future. 

 

If you have any questions about or 
suggestions for upcoming events, please do 
not hesitate contacting me.  Happy 
teaching!! 
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Auditions Coordinator 

Michelyn Wright 

The 2009 Nats 
Ontario Chapter 
Auditions will be 

held at York 
Universi ty on 

Saturday 
November 21st .   

Applications must be post -
marked for  Friday October 2nd .   

Please let your singers know that 
all information may be downloaded 

from the Nats Ontario website: 
www.natsontario.org

   

The Nats Ontario Fall Chapter 
Meeting will be held at 10:00 am 

in RM. 235, non -Chapter 
members are welcome and 

encouraged to join us!   

NEW PHOTOCOPY POLICIES IN 
EFFECT.   

Please read the PDF document 
concerning photocopies which are 

NOT allowed to be in the Audition's 
room. All accompanists must 

now play from originals. 
However - a second original for 
the Adjudicators will NOT be 

expected.   

I look  forward to seeing you all in 
November !   

VP Membership

 
NATScape 
Editor

 
Sharon 
Poelstra

   
Calling all 
Studio 
Teachers!   

The NATS Ontario Chapter is interested in 
beginning a new committee from within our 
membership to offer activities designed for 
the interests and issues that studio teachers 
face.  Nats Ontario is unique in Canada with 
its vast range of university programs and 
membership from those programs.  If the 
membership is willing to serve, more 
specific and specialized activities may be 
designed, to focus on professional 
development, collegiality amongst studio 
teachers and to possibly offer a “mini Nats 
Auditions” for the legion of Younger, and 
Older students who populate our studios.  
However, your time and commitment would 
definitely be required.  
The Chapter Executive is fully occupied 
with the General Meetings, Auditions and 
Workshops that are already being offered in 
Ontario. More activities require more 
people! 
Thus we would like to set up a committee of 
studio teachers to organize those activites 
and report to the main executive.  

Are some of you interested?  Please contact 
me by phone or e-mail to participate! We 
look forward to hosting your ideas!  
indav@wightman.ca  519-271-3664   


