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From the Ontario Chapter President:

We are coming into the busiest time of the
year for singing teachers — that time of
spring Music Festivals, of examinations and
end of year recitals! And though it can seem
like such a whirlwind, it is also perhaps the
most delightful time of the year for us as
teachers  where  we  enjoy the
accomplishments for all the hard work of
our students. All the years of meticulous
planning and voice training are put a the
service of their awakening awareness of art


http://www.natsontario.org

and performance and the result can bring
tears to our eyes time and time again, each

spring.
| am coming to the end of my tenure as
Ontario Chapter President and | am

confident that | pass the baton to very
experienced and very capable hands. The
work and the professional ideas of our
chapter will find renewal with the incoming
executive.  Professional deveopment and
colleagial association will continue to be
fostered for Teachers of Singing in Ontario.
Our spring meeting this year will offer not
just the Genera Meeting to elect a new
executive but also several opportunities for
professional  development and many
opportunities to make new professional
connections and renew friendships with old
friends. | encourage you all to make every
effort to attend. | look forward to greeting
each of you.

| also want to encourage you to travel to Salt
Lake City this summer to attend our
National Conference. These conferences are
rich opportunities to be exposed to exciting
new repertoire and pedegogical aproaches.
There are so many sessions that it is
litterally impossible to see them all. Add to
this impressive menu the displays in the
large conference hall, the delightful social
times and you will have the same
rguvenating experience that | have had for
the past three conferences. There are costs
of course... but if you are self-employed, the
expenses are tax deductable and if you are
an institutional teacher, there are funding
mechanisms to cover attending these sorts of
conferences.

As | write my last article as Chapter
President, | would like to express my
heartfelt thanks to the members of the
executive. These folks work so hard and
diligently for our association and they have
been so generous with their time and their
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talents to me and to the chapter that | cannot
find words that can adequately express my
gratitude.  Michelyn Wright, Kimberly
Briggs, Sharon Poelstra, Linda Condy,
Gloria Gassi, Penelope Dade, Todd
Wiezcorek and Lynn Blaser, | salute your
work, your spirit and | thank you from the
depths of my heart.
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NATS Ontario Chapter, President
Voice Division Coordinator, Faculty of
Music, University of Western Ontario
Music Director, New St. James
Presbyterian Church, London, Ontario
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District Governor’s Report
Lynn Blaser

I'm so glad we
had this time
together . .

Back in the
1990's, | was a
new NATS
member who
timidly went to my
| first meeting.
Preparations for
the Conference to
be held in Toronto were rushing forward
and | was hugely impressed by the
people who were running the Chapter
and preparing for this major event. |
was so happy that | had at last gotten
around to joining NATS and could begin
to be part of this activity. And this was
all being done before email or even
computers in homes were really
common. | can even remember asking
at a meeting if we should perhaps think
about listing emails as part of the
contact information. At that time, no one
really thought it would become
widespread but we "might as well have
them". How times have changed.

By the second year and much to my
surprise, | had agreed to run the Student
Auditions and later to serve out the rest
of a term as Membership Vice
President. Fools rush in, but what fun it
has been!

Getting involved in NATS was just
supposed to widen my horizons in
teaching and help me become

acquainted with my colleagues in
schools and private studios around
Ontario. Little did | suspect that it would
spur me to learn word processing,
spreadsheets, e-mail and, most lately,
web site maintenance ! Before NATS, |
didn't know that | could organize an
event for 300 participants or foresee
problems and confusions that could
arise during the process. So on the
whole, | feel as though | have been
stretched and grown from taking on
responsibilities. Don't underestimate
yourself. We learn to grow when we
take on challenges and it's certainly
been worth it.

Later, taking my courage in my hands, |
agreed to become Chapter President
and then District Governor. It was a lot
of work but again, it was FUN ! | have
had a wonderful opportunity to get to
know so many of you - the singers and
teachers who are active in Ontario and |
appreciate how dedicated we all are to
the education of young singers and our
vocal arts.

We have a wonderful organization in
Ontario which is now bigger than ever,
with private studios preparing excellent
students for admission to music
programs of all kinds, and post-
secondary teachers getting to know all
the members, whether private or in an
institution. (That may not sound quite
right, but sometimes this singing
business does tend to drive us a little
crazy.) | am so happy that the Chapter
Is planning to become even more active
in teacher development and education
because none of us can afford to stop
learning and rest on what we know.
There's always more to learn and share,



and other ways of saying the same
things.

Now | have reached the limit of time that
| can serve in a Chapter office, and it is
time for new members to bring their
enthusiasm and energy and knowledge
to guiding the Chapter. Our Chapter
has grown so much, especially in the
last 3 years, and there are many new
members. To those new members:
don't hold back because you are new to
NATS. Get to know the people who
are filling positions now and learn what
Is involved so you can take over at the
next opportunity. NATS needs you as
much as you need NATS.

I'm so glad we had this time together,
Just to have a laugh, or sing a song.
Seems we just get started and before
you know it
Comes the time we have to say, "So
long".

Carol Burnett

But | won't be going far - just back into
the ranks of NATS Chapter members
without office. Thank you to all the
members who have worked with me
over the years on the Executive and in
running events. No one does their job
alone and nothing happens without lots
of people being involved. | will be
counting on you to keep Ontario
Chapter growing and developing and
you can count on me to be an
enthusiastic volunteer to assist as you
take over. Our students need a vibrant
and dynamic Chapter to keep us fresh
and ever more knowledgeable as
teachers.

VP of Special Projects
Todd Wieczorek

GM, Workshop and Master Class
News!

We will be
offering to
fabulous
sessions at the
Annual Spring
Meeting on May
the 8th for the
NATS Ontario
Chapter. The
Annual Meeting
and Elections
will be held from
9:30-10:20am.

After the
morning
meeting, we will hear from soprano Sonja
Gustafson, an exciting artist and representative
of Conservatory Canada. She will present a
mini-recital focusing on the Contemporary
Idioms Syllabus for Voice, and discuss the
contents of this exciting series and the
application in the voice studio. There will also
be publications available for purchase during
the morning. Bring your note pads and
checkbooks, as it promises to be very
informative and rewarding!!! She will be
presenting between 10:30am-12:00pm

The afternoon session will kick off at 1:30-
3:00pm with Marie Baron, Head of Vocal
Discipline at Sheridan College. She will join us
for a master class and discussion on
contemporary/commercial vocal pedagogy. As
many of us service students with aspirations in
the commercial and musical theatre genres,
this session aims at tackling some of the most
common questions and giving teachers a
broader range of knowledge in training singers
for success! We will also need students that
can sing for the master class. Please contact
me at twieczor@uwo.ca to nominate singers.




Audition Results: 2009 Chapter Auditions, York University

Cat | Place | $$$ | Singer Teacher Prev. Donor
Teacher

Al 1st 75 | Annie Drysdale Fletcher Sherman
2nd 50 | Alexandra Carroll Dufton
3 25 | Alexander Bowie Fletcher

A2 1% 75 | Emily Villaneuva Wright Fletcher
2 50 | Lauren Sorensen Sherman
3rd 25 | Emily Azzopardi Briggs

1A 1st 75 | Arinea Hermans Heels Oliver Fletcher
2nd 50 | Alina Barnett Heels
31 25 | Erynn Garland Heels

1B 1% 75 | Emma Smith Fletcher Fletcher
2 50 | Marissa Bergougnou llic
3rd 25 | Alanna Ault Fletcher

2 1% 75 | AJ de Boer llic Fletcher

2" 50 | Michael Davis llic
3 25 | Jeffery Lean Wright

3-A 1st 75 | Geena van Oosten Golsband Heels
2nd 50 | Ashley Cross-Marques llic
3rd 25 | lleah Rosella Fletcher

3-B 1st 75 | Sabrina Law Wright Heels
2nd 50 Maeve Palmer Kelman
3 25 | Jessica Wright Wright
3rd 25 | Anna MacDonald Briggs

4 1st 75 | Aaron Qui Wright Heels

2nd 50 | Jeffrey Zeuner Fletcher

5-A 1st 75 | Kimberley-Rose Pefhany | Sherman Tung Sherman




Cat | Place | $$$ | Singer Teacher Prev. Donor
Teacher

2nd 50 | Mahi Raptis MacDonald Kompass
3rd 25 | Michelle Siemens Edwards Turgeon

5-B 1st 75 | Claire Bellemare MacDonald Pare Kelman
2nd 50 | Kali Kinnon Robbin Joy
3rd 25 | Jennifer Wu Barber King
1% 75 | Diego Catala Bogle Mauro Sherman
1st 75 | Charles Sy Edwards Prins
2" 50 | Douglas Brenton MacDonald Jerffrey
2nd 50 | Conlon Gassi Chiles Gassi
3rd 25 | Mike Alarie Zerbe

7-A 1st 75 | Andrea Nunez Short Chiles
2nd 50 | Adanya Dunn MacDonald
3" 25 | Lauren Crowther Edwards llic
3rd 25 | Jennifer Fletcher Robbins

7-B 1st 75 | Samantha Pickett Ludolph Chiles
2nd 50 | Lindsay Westbrook Dunn-Prosser
3rd 25 | Kari Abraham Bentley

8 1st 75 | Matthew Wilhelm Lichti Hutton
2nd 50 | Phillip Rego Rymal
3rd 25 | Adam Dyjach Barber

9-A 1st 75 | Patricia Nesci Bentley Gassi
2nd 50 | Taylor Pardell MacDonald
3rd 25 | Stephanie Domingues MacDonald

9-B 1st 75 | Laurel Perkins Bentley Blaser Dunn-Prosser
2 50 | Jessica Turje Bentley
2nd 50 | Christine Raftopolous MacPhail
3rd 25 | Jillian Appelwhite Burrowes

10 1st 75 | Nathan Letourneau MacDonald Hutton
2nd 50 | Luke Maticzyk Millan

11 1st 75 | Jessica Scarlato Bogle Lichti
2nd 50 | Suzanne Schaafsman Robbin
3rd 25 | Amanda Bell Edwards

12 1st 75 | Alistair Smyth Bentley Lichti

13 1st 75 | Shantelle Przybylo MacDonald Chiles Macdonald




Cat | Place | $$$ | Singer Teacher Prev. Donor
Teacher
2nd 50 | Erica Warder Bogle
3" 25 | Jennifer Taverner Bogle Asch
3" 25 | Julie Ludwig Roland
3rd 25 | Jessica Strong MacDonald Anderson
14 1st 75 | Joshua Raine MacDonald De Jager Langford-Kyle
2nd 50 | Miladin Danailov Golsband Barnes
3rd 25 | Joseph Likyski Kyle
15 1st 75 | Shauna Dewar Heels Wright
1% 75 | Anton Mamine Golsband
2nd 50 | Yuriy Volyansky Kyle
2 50 | Ema Graci Daboll
16A 1% 75 | Karen Davidson Sherman Sherman
2 50 | Krystle Floyd Briggs
31 25 | Lindsay Moore Bogle
16B 1st 75 | Gianmarco Segato Daboll Sherman
2nd 50 | Richard Scott Bogle
3rd 25 | Philip Hahn Daboll
MT-A | 1st 75 | Alicia Ault Fletcher Condy
2nd 50 | Laura Bobadilla llic
3rd 25 | Alexandra McKeen Fletcher
MT-B | 1st 75 | Daniel Wheeler Chiles
2nd 50 | Emily Aver Fletcher
3rd 25 | Nicole Knight Gassi
Young Singer 150 | Gena van Oosten Golsband Heels
Music Theatre | 150 | Alicia Ault Fletcher Rymer
Junior College | 150 | Diego Catala Bogle Blaser
Senior College | 150 | Jessica Scarlato Bogle MacDonald
Mature 150 | Shauna Dewar Heels Sherman
Advanced 150 | Shantelle Przybylo MacDonald Robbin
Total 5025

NB: total scholarship money handed
out totaled $5025!




VP Membership

NATScape
Editor

Sharon
Poelstra

Thisisit
Folksd!

Y It has been both
my pleasure and my burden to produce
NATScape for the Ontario Chapter over
the past four years. Ideas for what to
publish have never been in short supply,
but the task of getting those ideas onto
paper from all corners of the Chapter is
one that is never complete. However, to
my delight, | have discovered incredible
diversity and creative adaptability to
change in our teaching community.

Today, eight years after | first became a
member of the Executive, most of us are
teaching students of wider age ranges.
Many of us are also teaching with a
wider range of musical styles and
exploring safe vocal production for
contemporary commercial music (CCM).
We are also helping more people who
use their voices poorly, to begin using
them safely. However, we are also
finding that the wider community
understands less of what we do and the
students who come our way are being
given less music training in our schools.
Thus we are starting students younger
and teaching more simply. We are also
communicating with parents more and
helping them to become more informed
about the world of singing. This is
where the diversity and creativity comes
in!
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We are also using more technology!
Computers, cameras, monitors that
sometimes replace mirrors, DVD
burners and memory sticks have all
made their way into our studios.
NATScape is now published on-line, on
our Chapter’s website and sent out to
our Membership via e-mail instead of by
regular mail. Eight years ago quite of
few of our members did not yet have an
e-mail address. Today there are none
who do not.

Most of all, what | have learned while
serving on the Executive, is that each
Member of our Chapter is a wealth of
knowledge and an often un-tapped
source for ideas about singing. In my
day-dreams | hear a dialogue going on
between us all that includes the
participation of everyone.

Perhaps a Chapter Blog is the answer
but that challenge will be for the next VP
of Membership to answer! This is it for
me. Where will the next few years take
us all in the adventure of life that we call
singing? | can hardly wait to find out!

;




Election News

A/

~~

Dear NATS Ontario Members:

As District Governor of NATS for
Ontario, | am inviting the membership to
submit nominations to fill some of the
position on the Chapter Executive.
Nominate yourself. Nominate your
colleagues.

The NATS Ontario Elections will
be held at the Spring General Meeting
on Saturday May 8th in Toronto. Some
of the members of the current Executive
have indicated that they will stand again
for election at this time but other
positions have no one who has either
volunteered or been nominated.

Some of the Executive are finishing
the last term in office allowed under the
Chapter bylaws and will not be able to
stand again for the same positions. So
it is time for other members to step up
and begin to learn the jobs involved in
keeping the Chapter running. | will add
the "job descriptions" of the various
offices below for your consideration.

None of us had any experience
when we began and each person has
brought their own skills and view to

doing the job. The Executive does not
run the Chapter for the Members. The
Members ARE the Chapter and each of
us has to take a turn at the running of it.
Start now.

| had been in NATS for about 3
months when | was talked into running
the Chapter Auditions, and later to serve
out the remainder of a term as VP
membership. That was back in the 90's
when almost no one had email or even
computers! But, along with the rest of
the Executive, we got busy to "make it
up as you go along" - in the words of the
Bernstein "Simple Song". Colleagues, if
you are new to NATS, you could be the
very person who is needed, with new
ideas and new energy. Don't hang
back and wait until you get NATS
experience.

NATS Ontario is extremely grateful to
these members who have allowed their
names to be placed in nomination for
the Election on May 8 at the General
Meeting:

President:

Catherine Robbin

Treasurer: Linda Condy
Co-Vice-Presidents - Projects:
Todd Wieczorek &

Alison Moodie

Vice President - Membership:
Lindsay Isaac
Secretary: Michael Donovan

Auditions Co-ordinator: Michelyn
Wright (Ex officio)







