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======================     

Notes from Ontario Chapter President, 
Torin W. Chiles 

 

Well, I haven’t quite taken to drink as joyfully 
as this picture here might suggest but the 
whirlwind of the “new year” is about to start for 

us all – so “brrrrace 
y’rself”!  I am sure that you 
are all drafting contact lists 
and working out schedules 
and repertoire for your 
studios.  It is a most 
wonderful time of the year 
– full of good intentions 
and anticipation on the part 
of both teachers and 
students.  I notice the 
quietude of the halls today 
at the University of 
Western Ontario and I look 
forward to hearing these 
halls soon filled with the 
sound of singing.  

Your Ontario NATS  
Chapter is also preparing 
for the coming year.  VP 
Special Projects, Penelope 
Dale has been particularly 
busy.  In her spare time as 
she prepared for her 

wedding (in August!) she has been 
industriously preparing for our fall workshop 
“Making the Cut” on September 30th, our 
Chapter Auditions on November 24th and our 
Spring Meeting and workshop for May of 2008.  
The panel discussion on September 30th was 
very popular two years ago when we last 
presented it.  This year we will have 

http://www.natsontario.org
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representatives from most of the Music 
Faculties in Ontario ready to answer questions 
from students who are planning to audition for 
these institutions.  

I personally appreciate Penelope Dale’s work at 
such a busy time and I am sure that I voice the 
sentiments of the entire Chapter as I 
congratulate her and wish her great happiness in 
her marriage.  

Both of the fall events (Sept. 30th “Making the 
Cut” workshop and the Nov. 24th General 
Meeting and Chapter Auditions) will take place 
at York University.  (Specific information 
follows in this newsletter.)  I want to express 
our Chapter’s appreciation to Catherine Robbin 
who has worked diligently to make this exciting 
new venue available to us this year.  

Your Chapter Audition Coordinator, Michelyn 
Wright has also been busily planning and 
clarifying both the process and the rules for our 
Auditions.  You will be receiving applications 
and instructions regarding the Auditions via e-
mail.  The chapter bylaws indicate that the 
application deadline must be six weeks before 
the auditions (Oct. 5th!).  That doesn’t give us 
much time this fall to get our students working 
on repertoire and to assemble packages for 
these auditions.  

Your VP Membership, Sharon Poelstra has also 
been working industriously amid a move from 
Alliston to Stratford!  The obvious fruits of her 
labours are this Newsletter but her position also 
entails constant tending to our membership lists 
and preparation for our general meetings as well 
as brainstorming to help plan our programming.  

The major business that needs to be dealt with 
at the fall meeting this year is a notice of motion 
brought forward by the executive to amend our 
bylaws.  The motion will propose an addition to 
the bylaws which will specifically state that the 
term of office for the executive commences one 
month after their election at the spring meeting 
(rather than March 1st).  This change reflects the 

move to a later date for our spring meeting and 
yet accommodates the flexibility needed in 
scheduling the spring meeting.  We will need to 
pass this amendment formally this fall so if you 
cannot attend the meeting, please take a 
moment and return your proxy to chapter 
secretary, Gloria Gassi when it comes in the 
mail this fall.  

Our bylaws stipulate that at the Spring General 
meeting we must have an election of officers for 
the two year term commencing this next spring.  
At this point it looks as though each of the 
current executive has offered to stand for 
another term.  However, if you would like to 
stand for election to one of the executive 
positions or if you would like to nominate 
someone, please send your nominations to 
District Governor, Lynn Blaser.  We are eager 
to have your ideas and energy working through 
NATS at the chapter level for professional 
development and for the encouragement of the 
art of singing of the highest caliber in Ontario.  

As always, please feel free to contact me by 
phone or e-mail if you have ideas, comments or 
concerns or if I can be of service in any way.  I 
wish you all a year of productive teaching and 
artistic fulfillment as you work with all of those 
eager students who are about to descend upon 
us.  I make a point of rereading the NATS code 
of ethics each year at this time to help inspire 
me to bring professionalism and a passion for 
my art and pedagogy to the studio every day.    

Torin W. Chiles 
(519) 661-2111 x84323 
tchiles@uwo.ca   

 

editor’s note:  The Ontario NATS chapter is 
searching for a new WEBMASTER to manage 
our web-site.  Please don’t be shy – if you have 
a suggestion or would like to learn about this 
position, contact us! 
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Personal Events Notes…  

Torin W. Chiles presents a public master class 
for Conservatory Canada at the Wolf 
Performance Hall in London Ontario – Nov. 9th 

-11th.  This is a master class for teachers and 
their students.  There will be multi-media 
seminars for voice teachers dealing with voice 
technique and pedagogy and there will also be 
public master classes where Mr. Chiles works 
with the students.  A public recital caps the 
event on Nov. 11th in the Wolf Performance 
Hall.  Further information is available from 
Conservatory Canada:  1-800-461-5367 and 
mail@conservatorycanada.ca

        

DISTRICT GOVERNOR'S REPORT: 

  

Lynn Blaser  

This is going to be a BIG year or two for 
NATS in both local and 
national areas!    

First the National 
events:     

NATSAA - NATS Artist Awards

 

  
This is a competition for you, or your 
advanced, professional or almost 
professional students who are “singers 
prepared to launch a professional 
career”. Entry deadline for NATSAA is 
November 16, 2007. Competitors must 
prepare an 18 song program which includes 
1 opera aria, 1 oratorio aria  and 16 recital 

songs in various languages. Detailed 
information from the web site for this year: 
http://www.registration123.com/nats/08NAT
SAA/information.cfm    As of August 3rd, all 
information and forms are available online and 
you can apply and even pay the entry fee online 
at that site.  Entrants are STRONGLY 
ENCOURAGED to use the on-line 
application method.  

Prizes include nearly $30,000 US in 
scholarships and the First Prize winner will 
be sponsored in a recital in New York City.  

The winners of the Ontario District Round 
(Date: Friday February 15, 2008  Venue:  
Northlea United Church, 125 Brentcliffe Rd. 
Toronto)  will sing in the Great Lakes 
Regional Round  (Friday February 29th, 
2008 at Ball State University in Muncie, 
IN  http://www.bsu.edu/uc/visitor/) The top 
winner of the Regional Round will proceed 
to the Semifinals at the NATS Conference 
next June 27 – July 1 in Nashville, TN.  The 
more entries that sing in Toronto on 
February 15th, the more singers will go on 
to the GL Regionals 2 weeks later in 
Muncie.  

If you or your student enters this 
competition, please email or telephone 
directly to me to let me know. Last time, a 
few applications were not forwarded to me 
from the Chairman and the singers didn't get 
the District information in a timely manner.  
Applications should be mailed to the 
NATSAA Chairman at the address on the 
forms OR completed online.   Modifications 
and additions can be  made online up to the 
deadline Nov. 16, 2007.     

http://www.registration123.com/nats/08NAT
SAA/information.cfm
http://www.bsu.edu/uc/visitor/
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Art Song Composition Award

 
Please post on your school's Composition 
Department bulletin board.  The flyer can 
be downloaded at 
http://nats.org/competitions.php at the 
bottom.  Open to students or established 
composers.  

NATS offers a cash award plus a 
performance of the winning composition at a 
NATS Conference to the composer of the 
winning song cycle, group of songs, or 
extended single song. Competition is open 
to any composer whose submitted work 
meets the prescribed requirements, and who 
pays the competition entry fee.  

"The purpose of the Art Song Composition 
Award [formerly the Vocal Composition 
Award] program... is to stimulate the 
creation of quality vocal literature through 
the cooperation of singer and composer."  

--Carol Mikkelsen, 
NATS Art Song Composition Award 
Coordinator  

REQUIREMENTS: The work must be: (1) a 
song cycle, group of songs, or extended 
single song of approximately fifteen minutes 
in length (13-17 minutes acceptable); (2) for 
single voice and piano; (3) to a text written 
in English, for which the composer has 
secured copyright clearance (only text 
setting permission necessary); (4) composed 
within the last two years (after Jan. 1, 2006).  

AWARDS: 
1st place - $1,000 plus the composer's 
expenses to the 50th NATS National 
Conference in Nashville, Tennessee, June 
27-July 1, 2008, where the premiere 
performance of the winning composition 
will be given.  

2nd place - $500 
For more information contact: Dr. Carol 
Mikkelsen at: cmikkels@valdosta.edu 
OR FAX: 229-259-5578    Flyer at: 
http://www.nats.org/competitions
.php  

ENTRY FEE: $30 for each entry (payable in 
U.S. funds to NATS). 
DEADLINE: ENTRIES for the 
Composition Award MUST BE 
RECEIVED BY DECEMBER 1, 2007.   

The NATS Winter Workshop

 

From Studio to Stage: 
Integrating Dramatic 
Tools Into Singer 
Training  

Partnering with the National Opera 
Association's (NOA) National Convention.  

While NATS Chapters and Regions hold a 
variety of local workshops, NATS 
Workshops are larger-scale events open to 
all NATS members and interested non-
members. There are usually two Association 
Workshops offered each year, a Summer and 
a Winter Workshop, or just the Winter 
Workshop when a summer NATS 
Conference is also scheduled. NATS 
Workshops offer a chance to travel, meet 
other teachers and clinicians, and develop or 
extend your knowledge about a specified 
topic. Please join us at our next upcoming 
Association Workshop!  

DATE: January 4 - January 6, 2008 
LOCATION: Millennium Biltmore Hotel, 
506 South Grand Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 

http://nats.org/competitions.php
http://www.nats
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COST: NATS/NOA Member Early Full 
Registration $255/ Non-NATS/NOA 
Member Early Full Registration $285  

HOTEL RESERVATIONS: Millennium 
Biltmore Hotel, Los Angeles, 
506 South Grand Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 
90071-2607 
Tel: 213-624-1011 Fax: 213-612-1545 
Reservation: 800-245-8673     
www.milleniumhotels.com 
Email: biltmore@mhrmail.com  
Flyers can be downloaded at:   
http://nats.org/events.php#NATS_Win
ter_Workshop__Around_the_World_-
_Art_Song_from_the_Four_Corners

     

50th NATS Conference

 

Music City Jubilee :  A Vocal 
Arts Celebration  
   
DATE: June 27 - July 1, 2008 
LOCATION: Gaylord Opryland Resort, 
Nashville, Tennessee  

NATS Conferences (formerly called 
"Conventions") are a special gathering of 
voice teachers from around the world. 
Workshops, speakers, demonstrations, 
presentations, and of course recitals are part 
of the week's many events. NATS 
Conferences occur every other year.  

The 50th national conference of the National 
Association of Teachers of Singing will be 
held in Nashville, Tennessee. World-
renowned soprano DAWN UPSHAW will 
be featured in concert and master class, and 
the keynote speaker and guest clinician will 
be famed baritone SHERRILL MILNES. 
Make plans now to be there!  

We will soon have Conference Information,  
Online Registration Information & Exhibitor 
and Advertising Information  

COST: NATS Member Early Full 
Registration $275 ($315 including banquet) 
Non-NATS Member Early Full Registration 
$310 ($350 including banquet) 
http://nats.org/events.php

    

Young Leaders Award 

  

DESCRIPTION: YOUNG LEADERS 
AWARD, Sponsored by the National 
Association of Teachers of Singing, Inc. and 
the NATS Foundation 
A grant program for young teachers of 
singing, The Young Leaders Award will 
offer winners from specific regions up to 
$1,000 each to cover expenses for travel, 
housing, registration, food, and other related 
costs to use for attendance at NATS 
National Conferences.  

In 2008, seven winners will be drawn; one 
each from the Central, Eastern, Great Lakes, 
Intermountain, North Central, Northwestern, 
and West Central Regions. They will attend 
the 50th National Conference in Nashville, 
TN, June 27-July 1, 2008.  

Send all required materials in one envelope 
to: 
Joan Adams, NATS, Inc. 
9957 Moorings Drive, Suite 401 
Jacksonville, FL 32257 
DEADLINE: Submission Deadline for 
Young Leaders is January 11, 2008. 
Completed applications with all required 
materials must be received in the NATS 
Executive Office by the deadline date. Late 
entries will not be considered for the award. 
For information and application form: 
http://www.nats.org/programs.php

 

http://www.milleniumhotels.com
http://nats.org/events.php#NATS_Win
ter_Workshop__Around_the_World_-
_Art_Song_from_the_Four_Corners
http://nats.org/events.php
http://www.nats.org/programs.php
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Great Lakes Regional Student 
Auditions  (GLRSA)  March 1 st, 2008  

Exciting Changes!!! 
I have just returned from a meeting in 
Indianapolis with the Great Lakes Regional 
Governor, Caroline Smith, and the other three 
District Governors (Michigan, Ohio and 
Indiana) and many things were discussed and 
decided.  One of the decisions affects the GL 
Regional Student Auditions.  The Regional 
Governor sent out postcards earlier this year in 
her last mailing which asked for feedback 
about the “feeder system” for Regionals that 
was tried last year.  Of those cards returned, 
the majority favoured NOT using the feeder 
system again and one Chapter had strong 
objections to it, so we will return to the previous 
system.  Our Chapter Auditions on 
November 24th will NOT be used as a round 
to qualify to sing at GL Regionals in March. 
The two will be completely separate events.  
Teachers and students will enter the GLRSA 
directly when the Regional Governor sends out 
the applications and information.  They will be 
held at Ball State University in Muncie, IN  
http://www.bsu.edu/uc/visitor/   

The Regional Governor also plans to have a 
program  at the GLRSA which resembles our 
“Making the Cut” but they hope to include 
auditioning for Graduate Schools in the US 
and for professional engagements as well as 
auditioning for undergraduate programs – great 
information for both teachers and students.   

The GLRSA will be combined with the Great 
Lakes NATSAA  competition which will take 
place the preceding day, Friday February 29 th, 
2008   If entry numbers are large, it may be 
necessary to put some categories on the 
Friday evening so be prepared.  

And the excitement doesn’t stop there:  in 
March 2009, the GL REGIONAL Auditions 
are coming back to Ontario!  Imagine not 
having to drive six or eight hours to enter your 
students!  I will be starting to plan this event 

immediately and will need lots of help.  If your 
school is interested in hosting this, please 
contact me.    

In the next section of this newsletter, you will 
read about the Making The Cut workshop  for 
your high school students and their parents to 
learn about the post-secondary music 
programs available in Ontario.  There is NO 
OTHER event that brings together so many 
music schools and universities to answer your 
questions.  The Chapter Auditions will be held 
November 24th.  So it's going to be a busy 
year.  Get involved  !!!!!     

======================   

Workshop News from the  VP of Special 
Projects

  

Penelope Dale   

The NATS Executive has been very busy 
planning and 
Organizing three 
workshops for the 
upcoming academic 
year.    

1) The first event will 
be the ever-popular 
"Making the Cut" 
University 
Information Session, 
to be 
held on Sunday, 
September 30th, 

from 2-5 p.m. at York University.  "Making the 
Cut" provides voice students, as well as their 
teachers and parents, with an opportunity to 
meet representatives from universities, 
colleges, and conservatories from across 
Ontario.  This is a free event for members, and 
refreshments will be available.  (Students: 
$10.00 Parents and non-members: $15.00)  
For driving directions, please go to:  
www.yorku.ca/web/futurestudents/map/index.ht
ml

    


